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AMENDMENTS TO THE ABSTRACT: 

Please replace the abstract with the following amended paragraph: 

-Method and apparatua for image compressio n while maintaining high resolution in oolootod 
areaa within the imago. An, where an acquired image is represented by a two dimensional array of 
MxN-pixels. The array is divided into blocksr - of identical rectangular areas. D ata related to the 
&™ion of tho army into blooko i s stored and a threshold-level of pixel attribute value is determined. 
Th e average attribut o value of each block is calculated-aud^ stored. Tho average attributo value of 
eaoh block i aand compared to the avorago attributo v alue of its adjacent blocks. Whenever the 
difference between two adjacent compared b locks is gr o ator tha n exceeds the threshold level and as 
long ao rho blook cizo io larger than one pixel, tho 3 adjacent compared blocks are divided into sub- 
blocks^ ach of which containing A/2xB/2 . Each sub-blocks contains ha lf the number r>f pi™!* and 
data related to th e divi o ion of tho adjacent compared blocko into sub blooka is otor c d.- that division 
is stored. The value of each sub-block i s calculated and compared to the value of its adjacent sun- 
blocks. ^iVhenever th e differe nce betwee n two adjacent blocks is below the threshold, the blocks are 
represented by representative pixels wit h attributes level that eq ual s the value of the pixels that 
correspond to the compared block or sub-block. - 
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